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MUSTAFA HULUSI’S EXHIBITION BREATHING IN THE WORLD OPENS AT DIRIMART PERA

Breathing in the World

Opening: 23 May 2025

Venue: Dirimart Pera

The exhibition can be visited from 23 May to 22 June 2025 (except on Mondays).

Breathing in the World offers the viewer a sense of otherworldliness, where a bountiful
fertility might provide what one desires...

Istanbul, 9 May 2025 — Dirimart announces Breathing in the World, the second solo
exhibition by London-born and -based artist Mustafa Hulusi at the gallery. On view
from 23 May to 22 June 2025 at Dirimart Pera, the exhibition comprises the artist’s
blissful photorealist paintings of the natural world of fruits and flowers, alongside a
sound work.

The exhibition subtly poses a paradoxical question: ‘How is it that we undergo
experiences that are deeply pleasurable while experiencing a sense of dread as if
something sits off-screen?’ The exhibition centres on an experience within an
idealised and unsustainable Arcadian idyll. The soft, painterly style invites a crystalline
clarity, presenting a sense of otherworldliness, where a bountiful fertility might provide
what one desires.

The sound work Beyond an Acid Horizon invites the viewer to a chorus soundscape of
birdsongs fused with synthesiser processing, presented on a multiple-speaker
structure. The birds’ refrains and audible conversation with the machine evoke the
unseen amidst the clear skies of a simulated Cyprus.

Many of the images originate from Cyprus, the artist’s geographic origin. From the
early 20th century, the colonial administration governing the island directed it towards
becoming an enhanced smallholder-owned farming plantation, driving the economy
by exporting crops including citrus, crab, tobacco, and watermelons. The exhibition
allegorically reflects historical contexts stretching from colonial pasts to
contemporary war politics.

Breathing in the World will be on view at Dirimart Pera from 23 May to 22 June 2025.



Mustafa Hulusi (b. 1971, London) received his undergraduate degree in fine arts from
Goldsmiths, University of London, followed by a Master’s degree in photography from
the Royal College of Art, London. The artist also has a Master’s degree in Critical
Theory at Central Saint Martin’s School of Art, London. In 2007, he represented the
Republic of Cyprus at the 52nd Venice Biennale. His solo exhibitions include Breathing
in the World (with sound design by Tolga Tlzun), Dirimart Pera, Istanbul (2025);
Breathing in the World, FILET Space, London (2025); Bitter Sweet (a virtual exhibition
curated by David Thorpe), Berlin (2021); Negative Ecstacy, Dirimart Dolapdere,
Istanbul (2016); Recollections of Underdevelopment, Meliksetian | Briggs, Los Angeles
(2016); The Golden Age, Max Wigram Gallery, London (2013); The Empty Near East, The
Page Gallery, Seocho-Dong (2011); New Works, Galerist, Istanbul (2010) and the 52nd
International Venice Biennale, Cyprus Pavilion, Venice (2007). His group exhibitions
include Collectors & Artists IV, Ferda Art Platform, Istanbul (2025); Cast of An Island,
PSI Foundation, Limasol (2024); Dirimart Presents IX, The Stay Warehouse, lzmir
(2022); Flora (curated by Ceren & Irmak Arkman), Kalyon Culture, Istanbul (2022);

At the End of the Day, Odunpazari Modern Museum, Eskisehir (2021); Dirimart Presents
VII: Still Life, Dirimart Dolapdere, Istanbul (2020); Bites Back, Art Labor Gallery,
Shanghai (2015); Terra Mediterranea / In Crisis, The Nicosia Municipal Arts Centre,
Nicosia (2012); Newspeak: British Art Now, Saatchi Gallery, London (2009) and Beyond
Paradise, Stedelijk Museum Bureau, Amsterdam (2008). Mustafa Hulusi lives and

works in London.
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